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There are violets, bright cherries and fresher fruit than in other 
vintages, showing more of the character of the place and the 

grape. It's very open, hedonistic, aromatic and showy. It's very 
young and accessible and the edges will polish nicely in the     

bottle. It should have a long life ahead and a nice development.  

 

95 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 

It is an exquisite example of Pichon-Lalande with the Merlot   
component giving the wine a coffee/chocolatey/cherry component 
to go along with the Cabernet Sauvignon's and Cabernet Franc's 

complex blackberry/cassis fruit. The Bordeaux blend possesses an 
opaque black/ruby/purple color, and sexy, flamboyant aromatics 
of pain grille, black fruits, and cedar. Exquisite on the palate, this 
full-bodied, layered, multidimensional wine should prove to be 

one of the vintage's most extraordinary success stories.  

 

96 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 
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This blend of  75% Merlot, 22% Cabernet Franc, 3%      
Cabernet Sauvignon, is a knock-out, with an inky purple 
color and sweet cassis and kirsch notes as well as some 

licorice, mocha and earth. It is medium to full-bodied and 
concentrated, with silky tannins and a long, long finish. 

This is outrageously fine wine that sells for a song. It is a 
major sleeper of the vintage. Drink it over the next 10-12 

years.  
 

91 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 

How often do we find a noteworthy barbera under $10?  
This is terrific for the price, with earthy cherry notes and 
a beautiful balance.  Warning: This wine might persuade 

you to begin exploring the more expensive wines from  
Italy’s Piemonte region.  

 

Top Picks by the Washington Post 

“Great Value: Recession Busters” 
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Fresh and focused, this firm red delivers bright cherry and wild 
berry fruit, with floral, citrus and mineral notes.  Harmonious to 
the point of seeming simple, but the elegance masks impressive 

depth and intensity.  Exhibits power with grace.  Drink now 
through 2027. 

 

93 - Wine Spectator Insider 

The 2012 Pedra de Guix is Garnacha Blanca and Macabeo grapes 
grown on chalk, clay and slate soils, respectively, and aged in 

1,800-liter oak vats from Austria and in 500-liter French barriques. 
There is no oak whatsoever in the aromas of the wine, just an    
oxidative twist. These wines are more about the soils than the 
fruit and show very earthy characters reminiscent of wet chalk 
with some hints of Mediterranean herbs. The lively palate is       
really mineral and almost salty, umami-like, akin to licking 
stones. All in it is an electric, extreme white that leaves you        

salivating and ends with a slight bitter finish.  

 

94 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 
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The 2012 Dits del Terra is pure Cariñena from a single plot of very 
old south-facing vines on llicorella slate soils. The full clusters 

were macerated and fermented in tank with natural yeasts before 
the wine matured for two years in a third-use, 3,500-liter Austrian 

oak foudre from the iconic Stockinger cooper. There is a slight 
creaminess with some smoky, toasted notes that would normally 

go unnoticed and are only perceived when compared directly 
with its siblings. It's very showy, ripe, juicy and exuberant with 
tantalizing aromas that are all about blue fruit and violets and 

dotted with hints of malted cereals. 
 

93 - Wine Spectator Insider 

The nose takes forever to take off so you have to guide yourself 
by the prodigious palate where the balance is literally gob-

smacking and full of earthy, rustic and mineral character that has 
hints of liquid graphite and tree bark.  It really shows the essence 

of the Priorat. 

 

98 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 

 


