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This red is tightly wound, binding the cherry, strawberry, licorice 
and mentholated herb flavors with fine-grained tannins and    

lively acidity.  Fine length. 

 

93 - Wine Spectator 

Top 100 Wines of 2015 - Wine Spectator 

One of the very few (if not the only) Chenin Blanc from Spain is 
the 2011 La Calma White from Can Ràfols. An unusual white with 

the telltale honeyed aromas from the grape, it has a great         
Mediterranean influence in the shape of yellow flowers, thyme 
and rosemary, notes of dry straw and marine aromas. The palate 

shows very pure flavors and great volume with notes of wax, 
flowers and yellow fruit, revealing a very judicious use of oak. 

The wine has been in bottle since June 2012 and has had time to 
balance the oak and develop more nuances and complexity, so it 

is ready to drink now. That said, it will also continue               
evolving in the bottle.  

 

93 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 
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The sexy 2012 Proprietary Red Blend Henry’s Keep, a blend of 
78% Cabernet Sauvignon and the rest Malbec, Petit Verdot and 

Cabernet Franc, is a beauty. Its dense ruby/purple color is           
accompanied by notes of Asian plum sauce, blueberries, cassis 
and a chocolatey component that emerges with coaxing. Full-

bodied, rich, savory, complex and delicious. 

 

91 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 

Forest-floor earthliness, dark, savory spice and a slight touch of 
bright red fruit combine with a silky palate that lingers over its 

poised, age-worthy structure. Then, there is the crisp acidity that 
keeps the wine lively and intertwines gracefully with the       

structure. So serious, yet balanced and approachable. The wine 
has struck a fine balance and will improve during the next three 

to five years. 
 

91 - Wine Enthusiast 

Editor’s Choice featured in Best of the Year 2015 
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A classic blend of Garnacha and Cariñena aged in a combination 
of concrete, old foudres and barriques. It has the red fruit from 

the colder village of Scala Dei plus the advantage of a cool        
vintage, so the wine comes through as very fresh with some    

spiciness, nothing heavy or oaky about it. The tannins are silky, 
and the texture is very elegant. It feels young and elegant like a 

Pinot Noir from the south. This is an elegant Priorat for those who 
avoid the dark, concentrated, powerful wines and who appreciate 

more the elegant side of a Mediterranean red. 
 

92 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 

This new light-colored, aromatic red produced with the local 
Sumoll grape is called simply 2011 Sumoll. It is a wine they       

define as a Mediterranean version of Pinot Noir or Nebbiolo, 
meaning it is a light red, very aromatic with marked acidity that 
transmits very well the character of the chalky soils of the Garraf 
where they are located. The tannins are fine, more in a Nebbiolo 
fashion than Pinot, and the texture is silky. It ends very tasty and 

supple, almost saline.  
 

93 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 
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Deep fuchsia in color, this 2013 Carmenere carries notes of plums 
and bay leaf, spiced red currants and blackberries.  On the palate, 
it offers a pronounced weight and silky tannins, showing notes of 

spiced red currants that linger on the finish. 
 

Wine Enthusiast’s Top 100 Best Valued Wines 

This white wine is fermented in chestnut barrels that has a deep 
golden color and a balsamic nose with notes of bay leaf, camphor 
and a touch of petrol that you often find in aged Cava. The grapes 

from old head-pruned Xarel-lo vines planted on stony, chalky 
soils and are fermented in 450-liter chestnut barrels following old 

traditions, of course, with indigenous yeasts. The fermentation 
process is not hurried and might take three or four months, after 

which time the wine is bottled and aged.  The palate is both    
powerful and light, complex and fresh, with pungent balsamic 

flavors that live in your mouth after you swallow.   

 

93 - Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate 


